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CALGARY, AB – Antyx Community Arts and Aspen Family Services are working 

with eight youth artists, four artist mentors and the Greater Forest Lawn (GFL) 

community in a collaborative project that engages the community through arts, 

play, exploration and interaction. Using salvaged materials the team is 

transforming a 16-foot long 4-horse trailer into a portable play pavilion including 

retractable walls, a periscope, monkey bars, a slide, interactive pianos, 

chalkboard walls, a stage and collaborative games.  

 

Artist and Antyx Facilitator, Alia Shahab, is collaborating with local artists, Lane 

Shordee, Ivan Ostapenko, Joanne MacDonald, and up to eight youth to engage 

Greater Forest Lawn through this collaborative community process. Through 

brainstorming sessions and workshops we have explored ideas around: the 

significance of play, adapting the typical ‘playground’ to increase engagement, 

community connections, and play as a cultivator of connection in the diverse GFL 

community. Under the mentorship of these four artists the youth artists are now 

transforming these ideas into tangible and physical interactive components that 

are being built into the trailer over a three-week residency at the ART BOX on 

17E. 

 

The completed work will be launched with an opening reception, featuring artist 

talks and the unveiling of the trailer, on September 5, 2014 from 5:00pm-8:30pm 

at ART BOX on 17E. It will then tour the streets of Calgary and community 

events such as BEAKERHEAD Festival’s Little Big Street.  

 



About Antyx Community Arts 

ANTYX is a non-profit organization committed to engaging youth and the 
community through creative processes, and strives to help the community drive 
positive social change.  http://www.antyx.org 

 
About Aspen Family Services  

ASPEN Youth Matters is a program providing opportunities for youth to connect 

with each other, adults, resources and their community. 

http://aspenfamily.karo.com/ 

 

More Information 

Please visit our website and blog featuring bios about all youth and mentors 

artists: http://playonwheels.wordpress.com/ 

Please also visit our InvestYYC campaign page, which includes a project video 

and budget details: http://playonwheels.wordpress.com/ 

#antyxarts #playonwheels                     Instagram: @antyxcommunityarts 

Twitter: @AntyxArts                                      Facebook: Antyx Community Arts 

 
Contact 
To learn more about this project please contact:  

Alia Shahab, Project Facilitator 

#205 – 4202 17th Avenue SE 

Calgary, AB 

T2A 0T2 

alia@antyx.org 

403-444-0500 
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